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You’re Invited
Please join the NE/IA Chapter of ASID on April 16, 2020 for a 
day filled with some exciting presentations and our biennial 
Expo. We welcome inspiring speakers to provide perspective, 
enrich your practice and enlighten your soul. Whether you’re 
new to the field, a second careerist, or a seasoned 
professional, this conference will appeal to all within the 
interior design community.  Student ASID Members are also 
welcome to attend!

a conference & EXPO and for the interior design community

4/16/2020

LaVista Conference Center 

Free parking onsite.



SCHEDULE

8:15AM Registration & Continental Breakfast

8:45AM Play Your Genius Out; Speaker: Angela Merola

9:45AM            Break

9:55AM            Rugs 101; Speaker: Amy Holdman, Jaipur Living                 

10:55AM Break

11:05AM The Art of Strengthening the Value of Your Interior Design Services; 
Speaker: Angela Merola 

12:05PM         Lunch

1:00-2:45PM  EXPO

2:45PM           Advocacy Update

3:00PM           Think Better: Neuroscience – The Next Competitive Advantage; 
Speaker: Ken Brown, Steelcase

4:00PM          Conclusion
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Angela Merola
Angela Merola is a seismic energy force creatively solving business problems 
exclusively for interior design professionals thru speaking and coaching.   In the 
middle of a high-profile career with Fortune 500 companies managing multimillion-
dollar businesses, Angela decided to return to her creative roots and focus her 
business expertise to driving better business outcomes for entrepreneurs in the 
design world.  Her B.S. in psychology coupled with advanced training in conflict 
management, creative thinking, intuitive development, and effective meeting 
management makes for the perfect combination to help designers thrive in both 
the business and creative areas.   She speaks at the Architectural Digest Home 
Show NYC, High Point Market, ASID Leadership Conference and over 80 times at 
local ASID, NKBA, and IIDA chapters.    Angela has a robust offering of .9 CEU hours 
of on-line courses on her website PlayYourGeniusOut.com    A business catalyst, 
and coach to creative executives for over two decades, Angela knows precise 
methods to balance business and creative growth.   Angela enjoys exploring the 
beauty of the world and living with her husband in the wine country north of San 
Francisco.  

PRESENTATION
Play Your Genius Out. 

Playing your genius out teaches how to nurture, cultivate and expand your creativity while balancing the aspects of 
running a successful design business.  There is a constant battle for interior designer’s between staying in a creative 
"right brained" space and needing to switch to the analytical, methodical left brain to manage people, profits, and 
processes.  

You will learn how you can balance the two and how important 'nurturing creativity' is toward running a successful 
business.  This highly interactive, inspirational presentation gives you tools to carve out time to continually spark your 
creative juices and simultaneously manage the day to day of your business operations. 



Amy Holdman
Amy Holdman has been a part of the Design Build community for the past 20 years.  
She has worked as a manufacturing rep for companies such as SubZero Wolf and 
Kohler.  Amy has been a member of ASID and developed some great relationships 
with the design community over the years.  She just elected be take on the At Large 
position on the ASID board of directors for the Missouri West chapter.  Amy 
currently works for Jaipur Living, a high-end Textiles company out of India calling 
on the design community in KS, MO and NE. 

PRESENTATION
Rugs 101. 

Rugs 101 dives deep into the making process. From loom to room. It will answer the questions of What makes a 
good rug? We will share information about how the process began from hand tied knots to the current powered 
looms. We will also examine the creating of the "naturals collections". 



Angela Merola
Angela Merola is a seismic energy force creatively solving business problems exclusively for 
interior design professionals thru speaking and coaching.   In the middle of a high-profile career 
with Fortune 500 companies managing multimillion-dollar businesses, Angela decided to return 
to her creative roots and focus her business expertise to driving better business outcomes for 
entrepreneurs in the design world.  Her B.S. in psychology coupled with advanced training in 
conflict management, creative thinking, intuitive development, and effective meeting 
management makes for the perfect combination to help designers thrive in both the business 
and creative areas.   She speaks at the Architectural Digest Home Show NYC, High Point 
Market, ASID Leadership Conference and over 80 times at local ASID, NKBA, and IIDA chapters.    
Angela has a robust offering of .9 CEU hours of on-line courses on her website 
PlayYourGeniusOut.com    A business catalyst, and coach to creative executives for over two 
decades, Angela knows precise methods to balance business and creative growth.   Angela 
enjoys exploring the beauty of the world and living with her husband in the wine country north of 
San Francisco.  

PRESENTATION
The Art of Strengthening the Value of Your Interior Design Services. 

Every designer, seasoned or new, has experienced a client who doesn’t fully recognize the value of interior design 
services.   That lack of understanding appears in many different touch points along the progression of a project and if 
unattended to, can change the success of an interior designers’ business.   Learn a unique business approach that 
instills value, respect and trust shifting clients into your best advocates.

You will learn:

·      Skills that increase clients’ understanding and appreciation of your value proposition – regardless of your level of 
design expertise or where you are in the project.

·      Techniques to identify “red flags” and verbiage that moves toward win/win outcomes with ease.

·      An approach that attracts “value based” clients.



Ken Brown
Ken Brown is the Regional Education Manager for Steelcase, Inc. for the Central 
Area based in Chicago.  Ken joined Steelcase in 1982 as part of the PACE 
(Professional Accelerated Career Entry program).  He graduated from Indiana 
University with a BA in Marketing and Advertising. During his 30+ year tenure with 
Steelcase his responsibilities have included working with the A&D community, 
Dealer Market and working with our large Corporate and Education Accounts.

For the last 12 years his responsibilities have been to cultivate and strengthen 
our relationships in Education Market.   His focus is on helping schools, colleges 
and universities create the most effective, rewarding and inspiring learning 
environments to meet the evolving needs of students and educators. Through 
Steelcase’s insight-led research and innovation in furniture, tools and technologies 
for learning spaces, he has a passion for understanding how learning best takes 
place and how smarter, active learning spaces can help.

PRESENTATION
Think Better:  Neuroscience - The Next Competitive Advantage. 

In workplaces throughout the world, scenarios of near-constant distraction have become the norm. We text during 
conversations, email during meetings, skimp on lunch breaks to catch up on work – always trying to process faster, handle 
more and work harder, often without realizing just how much we’re degrading our mental capabilities in the process.

Thankfully, our ability to focus is still salvageable. As a result of the vast amount of neuroscience research being done, there’s 
now hard evidence about what attention is, how it works, how to attain it and how to use it productively.

By delving into the findings, Steelcase researchers have gained new insights into how our brains should shape thoughts, 
emotions and behaviors, and then applied this new science to create concepts for how thoughtfully designed workplaces can 
help workers better manage their attention. By leveraging the full capacity of our brains and our environments, it’s possible to
think better at work.



REGISTRATION

Visit www.neia.asid.org to register. 

• REGISTER BY APRIL 10! Registration includes .4 CEUs, lunch 
and Expo. Be sure to sign-in as a member to receive the 
member discounted rate. If you have forgotten your 
Username, contact the Administrator for assistance. If you 
have forgotten your password, you can use the "Forgot 
Password" feature to reset your password.

• Registration Fees:
Member $100
Student Member $25
Non-member $150 

https://asidneia.site-ym.com/event/2020Conference
mailto:admin@asid-neia.org

